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Arctic Frontiers Conference on: 
“Assessment of Oil and Gas Activities in the Arctic” - 
20-25 January 2008

Call for Papers 

Sunday 20



Opening event

Monday 21 – Tuesday 22

Policy Making Conference
Wednesday 23 - Friday 25 

Scientific Conference

The 2nd annual Arctic Frontiers conference will take place in Tromsø, Norway, 20-25 January 2008. It is hosted by the University of Tromsø, and organized and financed by stakeholders from the private and public sector. Arctic Frontiers 2008 has entered cooperation with Arctic Monitoring and Assessment Program (AMAP), a permanent working group of the Arctic Council. AMAP will launch the results from its 3 year circumpolar study: “Assessment of Oil and Gas Activities in the Arctic”. Arctic Frontiers Tromsø 2008 will discuss the associations between Arctic oil and gas activities and environmental challenges, society and indigenous peoples.

This call for papers addresses only the six sessions of the Scientific Conference on                                  “Assessment of Oil and Gas Activities in the Arctic”
Scientific conference: Wednesday 23 - Friday 25 January 2008: 
“Assessment of Oil and Gas Activities in the Arctic”
Scope:

The AMAP report on:  Assessment of Oil and Gas Activities in the Arctic has been prepared in response to a request from the Ministers of the Arctic Council and will be presented at the Arctic Frontiers 2008 in Tromsø. The report builds on and expands the AMAP assessment completed in 1997. 
The assessment have been subjected to both peer and national review to ensure the highest quality and to avoid statements that may have unintended consequences at national or local levels. 
The conference will cover the following topics and we call for papers to all 6 sessions:

1. Session: Oil and Gas Activities in the Arctic. Past, Present and Future

· Oil and Gas Activity Metrics
· Historical and Current Activities
· Future scenarios
· Environmental Technological Challenges under Arctic condition
· Knowledge gaps
2. Session: Social Economic Aspects of Arctic Oil and Gas Development, and Indigenous Peoples’ Perspectives

· Case Studies
· Local and indigenous peoples

· Gender issues
· General conclusions
· Knowledge gaps

3. Session: Sources, Inputs, Concentrations and Fate of Petroleum Hydrocarbons and PAHs in the Arctic Environment

· Chemical and physical properties of substances associated with exploration and production of oil and gas.

· Sources, emissions and discharges from petroleum activities

· Transport and fate on hydrocarbons in the Arctic

· The concentrations of hydrocarbons, PAHs and other oil-related substances in the Arctic environment

· Knowledge gaps

4. Session: Effects of Petroleum Hydrocarbons on Arctic Biota and Humans

· Biological Processes for Petroleum Related Compounds

· Ecotoxicological effects on species and ecosystems

· Physical Disturbances

· Cumulative Effects

· Knowledge gaps
5. Session: Status and Vulnerability of Arctic Ecosystems and Effectiveness of Regulations and Emergency, Preparedness and Response

· Ecologically important populations, species and habitats, and their sensitivity in relation to oil and gas activities

· Environmental impact assessment (EIA) – an efficient tool?

· Coastal and off-shore oil spills – scenarios and contingency planning

· Protection of areas 
· Knowledge gaps
6. Session: Arctic Environmental Technologies 
· Oil and gas exploitation and production technologies

· Downstream technologies - shipping, loading, refineries etc

· Precaution and abatement technologies
· Future challenges

7. Panel discussion; 
Oil and gas exploitation in the Arctic – Can we make it sustainable?  
Panellists to be acknowledged
Abstract 
The conference website is available at: http://www.arctic-frontiers.com
The abstract format can be downloaded here using the ”Call for paper” button. 

Please forward your abstract to amap@amap.no attention Inger Utne.
IMPORTANT DATES
· 30.09.2007: Deadline for submission of abstracts for oral and poster presentations

· 01.11.2007: Confirmation of accepted oral and posters presentations
· 03.12.2007: Deadline for final updated abstracts
Venue
The Arctic Frontier Conference will take place at the Main Auditorium, Theoretical Disciplines Building, University of Tromsø, Norway, January 20-25, 2008. The format of the conference will consist of invited key-note speakers and accepted speakers, each giving oral presentations within a frame of 15 to 20 minutes, including questions. 

Accepted posters will be given 3 minutes for plenary presentation (maximum 3 PP slides)

The official language will be English. Conference updates, programmes, etc. will be posted on the web site as information becomes available. http://www.arctic-frontiers.com.
Who should attend?
The conference is directed towards scientists, administrators, managers and decision-makers, indigenous peoples´ organizations and representatives from oil industries and non-governmental organizations with interest in the Arctic.
Other

Social arrangements like The Northern Light Festival, Cruise on the Hurtigruten Coastal Liner etc. are highlighted at www.arctic-frontiers.com 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the AMAP Secretariat at 
amap@amap.no.
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