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“Building the Sámi University: Transforming Higher Education & Engaging Communities” Conference

11-12 June 2007 Sámi University College/Sámi Institute, Guovdageaidnu, Norway

Conference Program [Tentative - Draft 26 March 07]

Conference Venue: Kulturviessu
Conference background and objectives:

For indigenous peoples, higher education and research play an integral role in building and transforming indigenous societies toward greater self-determination and self-sufficiency. Self-determination is understood broadly in a way that includes not only political decision-making but also having the necessary social, economic and intellectual capacity to run our own affairs. Indigenous higher education and research are creating a place for indigenous knowledge and scholarship as well as training future leadership. 

In 1986, the thirteenth Sámi Conference issued a statement regarding the pressing need for a Sámi institution of higher education and research. The Sámi University College (SUC) was established in 1989 in particular to fulfill the needs of Sámi society for teachers with fluency in the Sámi language and competence in Sámi culture. The overall mandate of the institution is to strengthen traditional Sámi knowledge and build Sámi competence. Currently, the four main areas of study are Sámi language, pedagogy, society and reindeer herding. 


In 1998, the Sámi Council issued a request for the establishment of the Sámi University in the name of capacity building in Sámi society. Later that year, a number of Sámi educational institutions held a seminar on the Sámi University where the possibilities and challenges of a future Sami University were discussed. In 2004, the Sámi University College Board made the decision to start working towards becoming a full university. One of the first steps toward this goal was the reorganization of the Sámi University College and the Sámi Institute (SI, a Sámi research body established in 1973) under a joint Board in 2005. Under the strategy plan for the period of 2006-2011, the SUC/SI objective is to gain the status of a ”scientific university” In the Norwegian educational system, ”scientific universities” are universities that are specialized in one area of study and usually have one PhD program). 

The construction of the new building that will house the Sámi University is under way and will be completed in 2009. In conjunction with the laying of a ceremonial corner stone to mark the foundation of the new building, the Sámi University College is holding an international conference  “Building the Sámi University: Transforming Higher Education & Engaging Communities.” One of the main objectives of the conference is to share and learn from the experiences of other indigenous universities and to embark on the planning stage of the Sámi University.
Monday 11 June 07

Arrival and registration 
13.00
Lunch at Kulturviessu

14.00
Opening of the Conference:

· Allaskuvlla luohti

· Opening remarks: Jan Henry Keskitalo

· Rector’s opening speech: Mai Britt Utsi

· Sámi Parliamentary Council Representative

· Sámi University Ceremony (at the building site)

· Ceremonial laying the foundation of the new building (at the building site)

18.00 
Tour of the Sámi University College and the Sámi Institute (optional)

19.00
Dinner / Sámi Music at Alfred’s Kro
Tuesday 12 June 07

9.00 
Opening luohti & Opening remarks: the objective of the conference (new rector)

9.30 
SA/SI representative: History of the Sámi University College (Anton Høem)

10.00 
Goals and challenges of the establishment of the Sámi University (Rauna Kuokkanen)

10.30
First Nations University of Canada (Blair Stonechild) (45 min + 15 min Q&A)

11.30
Te Whare Wananga o Awanuiarangi, New Zealand (Graham Smith)

12.30
Lunch 
13.30
Te Wananga o Aotearoa, New Zealand (Rongo Wetere)
14.30
Ilisimatusarfik/University of Greenland (Henriette Rasmussen)
15.30
Coffee Break

16.00 
Roundtable Discussion: Sámi/Indigenous Knowledge in Higher Education (Guest speakers, Representative of the Sámi University College Students’ Council, Sámi scholars)

17.00
Conference Closing Remarks (Jelena Porsanger)

17.30
Closing luohti

19.00
Dinner at Alfred’s Kro

