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PROPOSAL FOR A NEW 

UARCTIC THEMATIC NETWORK ON HIGH LATITUDE DUST 

▪ An international network of researchers, educators and innovators interested in 

understanding the climate and socio-economic impacts of High Latitude Dust 

(HLD) in the Arctic

▪ Established in 2016, currently involves more than 100 scientists from more than 

20 countries

▪ Hosted as a local dust society since 2014 by the Agricultural University of 

Iceland, which became a member of UArctic in 2019



FOCUS OF THE PROPOSED NETWORK

▪ High Latitude Dust (HLD) is an important air pollutant and climate forcer in fragile Arctic regions

▪ HLD has impacts on local northern communities (health, transportation, energy production, agriculture etc.) 

▪ HLD TN is to provide the scientific background as well as to raise public awareness related to negative impacts of 

HLD to northern communities and provide them with tools to monitor dust storms (WMO SDS WAS or UNCCD)



OBJECTIVES AND GOALS 
OF THE PROPOSED NETWORK

▪ HLD TN aims at serving as a gateway to expertise on HLD and a platform to facilitate research cooperation

through the Arctic research community based on dialog between the Uarctic thematic networks (Disasters

and Natural Hazards, Arctic Geology, Permafrost, Arctic Plastic Pollution, Health and Well-being in the Arctic,

Arctic Boreal Hub, Herbivory Network, Northern and Arctic Island Studies Research, and Arctic Transport and

Logistics)

▪ HLD TN encourages the implementation of collaborative research projects, the organization of scientific

meetings, the development of joint applications for funding, the training of students, joint field campaigns,

citizen science, public engagement, and more



The HLD TN leader is Pavla Dagsson-Waldhauserova, Agricultural University of Iceland
The HLD TN co-leaders:
▪ Outi Meinander, Finnish Meteorological Institute, Finland
▪ Alexander Baklanov, World Meteorological Organization (WMO/UN) and University of Copenhagen, Denmark
▪ Christian Juncher Jørgensen, Aarhus University, Denmark (research in Greenland)
▪ Adam Kristensson, Lund Univerity, Sweden
▪ James King, University of Montreal, Canada
▪ all members: https://icedustblog.wordpress.com/who-we-are/ 

PARTNER ORGANIZATIONS

+ new Greenland – ASIAQ –
Greenland Survey



PLANNED ACTIVITIES
OF THE PROPOSED NETWORK

▪ Scientific outputs. Continue in production of joint publications

▪ Dust forecast development. Development of local dust forecast models to Arctic model

▪ Meetings. HLD Workshop 2023 meeting in Reykjavík, EAC2023

▪ Mobility. Opportunities for exchange of students and staff among institutions involved in the network

▪ Teaching and training. Contribute to specialized courses and develop platforms for sharing educational

materials


